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Authority. The minimum separation requirement was initiated by a 

Department memorandum to the Regional Board, dated September 23, 

1987, in which it was recommended that the disposal of dairy 

wastes over the waterline be terminated because it constitutes a 

significant hazard to the domestic water supply. The Department 

based this recommendation on Title 22 of the California Code of 

Regulations, Section 64630(c)(3) which provides that water mains 

shall be installed at least ten feet, and preferably 25 feet, 

horizontally from sewage leach fields, cesspools, seepage pits, 

and septic tanks. The physical rationale for this regulation is 

that, if the waterline loses pressure, biological and chemical 

pollutants associated with sewage will be less likely to enter a 

water supply in high concentrations. 

While it is generally appropriate for Regional Boards 

to incorporate relevant provisions in water quality orders based 

on regulations and state agency recommendations, unique factors 

exist in this case that indicate to the contrary. Evidence was 

received at the workshop meeting1 which shows that the dairy 

operation existed at the site prior to construction of the water 

supply pipeline in question. An easement agreement dated 

March 7, 1964 was submitted by the discharger which grants an 

easement right of way to the San Diego County Water Authority for 

pipeline use subject to the dischargers surface use of the land. 

1 Water Code Section 13320 allows the record to be augmented. 
See also Title 23 California Code of Regulations Section 2066. 
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It is further noted that the regulation cited refers to sewage 

and does not specifically address dairy waste discharges. While 

the same rationale that applies to sewage may also apply to dairy 

waste discharge, the record does not contain sufficient evidence 

to this effect. Therefore, the directive in Order No. 87-143 to 

eliminate this practice is not supported by the,evidence in the 

record. 

III. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The provisions of Order No. 87-143 requiring submittal 

of a detailed water balance and an operation and maintenance plan 

are appropriate and proper. The provision requiring the 

termination of waste discharge within 25 feet of a water supply 

pipeline is inappropriate. 

IV. ORDER 

Section No. 4 of Order No. 87-143 requiring the 

termination of discharge within 25 feet of a water supply 
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pipeline is vacated. In all other respects, the petition is 

denied. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the 
Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, 
and correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a 
meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on 
November 15, 1988. 

AYE: Darlene E. Ruiz 
Edwin 1:. Finster 
Eliseo M. Samaniego 

NO: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

None 

FJ. Don Maughan 
Danny Walsh 

None 

Admini&rative Assista\nt 
to the Board 

7. 




